
GIVING MATTERS
F A L L  2 0 1 8  N E W S L E T T E R 

Entrepreneur and philanthropist Brook Smith fell in love with Eastern 
Kentucky while building his company Smith-Manus, one of the 
country’s largest surety bond providers. Working closely with the 
construction, mining and reclamation industries in the region, Brook 
created a highly successful business. Giving back to the region that 
helped him succeed has been a longtime passion for Smith and his 
family. 

To make real change and see their vision through, Brook and Pam 
Smith laid the groundwork for the Appalachian Impact Fund (AIF) at 
the Foundation for Appalachian Kentucky in 2017 with initial funding, 
staff capacity, and a pledge to place $5,000,000 over the coming 5-years 
in Eastern Kentucky to support economic development efforts. 

Keeping their resources locally rooted and accountable to the 
communities served was important to Brook and Pam. The Foundation 
for Appalachian Kentucky was the trusted partner they turned to for 
housing the fund and most importantly, for a strong connection and 
commitment to community needs. 

AIF is the first social impact investment fund to be located in and 
focused on Appalachia. Social impact investing is a new tool being 
used by foundations. It refers to the practice of investing grants, debt 
and equity in projects that are intended to generate impact that can 
return financial, social, and community returns. At AIF, we are building 
a model that can blend capacity-building grantmaking and investment 
capital for regional community economic development. We do this 
by investing both grants and other forms of capital in organizations 
and projects that build community capacity, grow promising sectors, 
and catalyze downtown revitalization projects that support a strong 
entrepreneurial ecosystem. 

Since beginning our work in 2017, AIF has made $721,167 in grants 
to regional nonprofit partners and placed $350,000 in real estate 
acquisition and pre-development costs. In addition to that direct 
funding, we’ve helped leverage over $2,500,000 in new funding for 
the region through matching grants and attracted new partners. Our 
efforts have supported: new and expanding local businesses like those 
emerging from the C.A.N.E. community kitchen in Whitesburg, KY; 
new and retained jobs through the work of New Beginnings Daycare 
in Hazard, KY; and education and workforce training through the 
Southeast Kentucky Revitalization Project in Cumberland, Kentucky.  

That’s real impact. And we’re just getting started. 

F O U N D A T I O N  F O R  A P P A L A C H I A N  K E N T U C K Y 

We are now working to build the Appalachian Impact Fund into 
a permanent regional fund that will support long-term economic 
development in Eastern Kentucky. While the Smith family remain our 
anchor founding funders, we’ve already welcomed additional investors 
into the AIF grantmaking and capital pool including our partners 
at the James Graham Brown Foundation. And we are inviting more 
donors and foundations interested in a regional strategy for community 
economic development to invest with us.

In Appalachia, belief is in our nature. We know the path to a full 
economic recovery for our region is long, but the staff, donors and 
boards of the Appalachian Impact Fund and the Foundation for 
Appalachian Kentucky believe in our people and communities to 
get there. We see opportunity in place and we know that our biggest 
impact starts at home.  Join us and learn how you can invest in 
Appalachia’s exciting future. 

To learn more about the Appalachian Impact Fund at the Foundation 
for Appalachian Kentucky, contact AIF Director Lora Smith at: lora@
appalachianky.org

GIVING MATTERS AND WE ALL CAN GIVE
IN SUPPORT OF PARTNERSHIPS TO BUILD A STRONGER FUTURE FOR APPALACHIAN KENTUCKY: 

Enclosed is my/our gift of: ________$10     ________$25     ________$50     ________$100     ________$ Other

Or I/we Pledge $________________________, Payable over _________________ years.

Please send reminders:     q Annually     q Quarterly     q Other (Please Specify): _______________________

This gift is from:

Name: ____________________________________________________________________________________________

Address: __________________________________________________________________________________________

“I/We would like this gift to be designated to:__________________________________________________________     

q in Memory of     q in Honor of _____________________________________________________________________

Please send an acknowledgment to: ________________________________________________________________
q I/We give permission to include my/our name in publications of the Foundation for Appalachian Kentucky.

q I/We prefer this to be an anonymous gift.

q I/We are interested in the Foundation and would like to know more.

q I/We would like to receive the Giving Matters newsletter and other information/news from the Foundation electronically.

My/our email is: ___________________________________________________________________________________

Please make checks payable to: Foundation for Appalachian Kentucky | 420 Main Street | Hazard, KY 41701
For more information Call 606.439.1357 or check us out on-line at appalachianky.org
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     Inspiring Charitable Giving...
Investing in Our Communities!
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APPALACHIAN IMPACT FUND: 
               IMPACT STARTS AT HOME 



The Jackson County Community Foundation (JCCF) held its annual Celebration of Local 
Treasures event on September 20, 2018 at the Grace Covenant Ministries on the campus of the 
Annville Institute in Annville, KY. The evening featured networking, singing, a silent auction 
and recognition of the Jackson Counties Ministries. 

Attendees enjoyed an evening of entertainment with great music by the Gray Hawk Boys 
and the Burns Family as well as an uplifting and motivating interactive session with keynote 
speaker Marty Huff.                               

Rodney Chrisman, chairperson for the Jackson County Community Foundation said “Our 
Local Treasures event is a great way to bring friends, family and the community together 
while learning about the work we do for Jackson County through our local community 
foundation. This event allows us to highlight a ‘Local Treasure’ and also raise money for our 
funds. This year our featured local treasure was our Jackson County ministries.”

JCCF formed as an affiliate community foundation under the umbrella of the Foundation for 
Appalachian Kentucky in 2013. Since forming, JCCF has granted over $44,500 back to the 
county of Jackson. 

Chrisman also noted that it is the mission of our local foundation to work together and 
provide private citizens and businesses with the opportunity to invest in the future of 
Jackson County and our Local 
Treasures event does just that.

To donate to the JCCF fund, 
contact the Foundation office at 
606.439.1357 or online at www.
appalachianky.org/donate 
and select the Jackson County 
Community Foundation fund. 
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JACKSON COUNTY COMMUNITY FOUNDATION
fourth annual local treasures event

Before the event, Jessica Owens Sullivan, CCCF advisory board member and All For Benny Gala 
organizer said “This year’s Gala is a little extra special to me because we made a decision to have the 
profits from this event directly benefit the Farmer’s Market Project. What a great marrying of things; 
a community that loves agriculture and loves Albany.” CCCF Secretary/Treasurer Al Gibson noted that 
although the organization has been in existence for nearly five years, there are still many people in the 
community who are not aware of the organization and the work it has been successful in doing since 
2014. “The Foundation is a group of people from Clinton County who came together several years 
ago in hopes of being able to make Albany and Clinton County a better place for everyone to live - by 
offering a philanthropic opportunity for people to give back to the place we all call home - whether those 
people live here now or not,” Gibson said.  

The Foundation’s motto is a simple takeoff on that concept - “Enhancing the quality of 
life in Clinton County ... now and in the future.” The Foundation has supported a host of 
projects and programs in the area, both as a solo organization making grants, as well as 
an organization that has partnered with other groups to support projects and ideas that 
will make Albany and Clinton County a better place. Among those who have benefited 
from CCCF funds are the Albany Fire Department, Furever Friends Spay and Neuter Clinic, 
Kentucky Changers Project among others. In addition, the Foundation has partnered with 
other organizations to bring local projects to life such as the new playground equipment 
at Mountain View Park and the summer youth feeding project. The Foundation has 
also sponsored musical acts for the past three years during the Foothills Festival, and 
will “shift gears” so to speak for this year’s Foothills Festival, providing professional 
storytellers to entertain the 2018 Foothills Festival crowd with several shows.

The All of Benny Gala is just one of the ways the Clinton County Community Foundation 
Advisory Board hopes to be able to raise awareness within the community. To make 
donations to the CCCF, please mail checks to PO Box 635, Albany KY 42602 or online 
at www.appalachianky.org/donate and select the Clinton County Community Foundation 
fund.

SECOND SUCCESSFUL ALL FOR BENNY GALA HELD
The Clinton County Community Foundation held another successful All For Benny Gala on September 
15th in Albany, Kentucky. Over 100 people came together under the lights to enjoy a night of outdoor 
dining and fellowship. The event is designed as a venue to raise both awareness of the Foundation 
itself as well as to benefit the organization’s current major project, the construction of a downtown 
Farmer’s Market facility. This year’s Gala featured guest speaker U.S. Congressman and former Kentucky 
Agriculture Commissioner, James Comer.

The All For Benny Gala is an outdoor gathering centered around a period of socializing in an open-air 
setting, leading up to a sit-down, white tablecloth meal underneath the stars in downtown. It’s one of 
the most talked about new events to hit Albany and Clinton County for several years.

The Perry County Community Foundation awarded a $10,000 grant that will enable the USA 
Drone Port to prepare the infrastructure needed to serve its initial commercial clients anticipated in 
June at its rural drone testing site near Hazard.

Completing these necessary upgrades to a building at the testing site, located along the border of 
Perry and Knott Counties, presents the last minor hurdle before the USA Drone Port can formally 
open for business and serve a much wider range of educational and commercial customers.

“We’re extremely grateful to the Perry County Community Foundation for its timely investment 
that will help us upgrade our facility,” said Bart Massey, executive director of the USA Drone Port.  
“Serving these initial clients will help validate the USA Drone Port’s strategic competitiveness 
among prospective clients in our North American market.”

Since its announcement in 2017, The USA Drone Port has been moving swiftly to establish itself as 
the premier model for innovatively reinventing the regional economy of Eastern Kentucky.  In fact, 
the economic impact of USA Drone Port activities already is being felt locally in Hazard and Perry 
County. For the USA Drone Port’s recent Search-and-Rescue weekend training event, which drew 
participants from eight states, the economic impact for Perry County is estimated to have been 
$18,000—including hotel, meal, and shopping expenses.  Moreover, drone pilot training classes 

in Perry County have graduated 40 students. Each one is now fully prepared to obtain their drone pilot 
license and earn at least a part of their livelihood through this fast-growing field.

Across all of these early activities, the USA Drone Port is helping to solidify the Commonwealth of 
Kentucky’s growing commitment to emerging global industries such as aerospace, robotics, and 
advanced manufacturing

“We anticipate a steady stream of national and regional companies coming to Perry County to test 
and refine their drone technologies,” said Massey. “Over time we expect small innovative drone and 
robotics companies to relocate to this area so they can more readily manufacture and test their drone 
and robotics products and services at our outdoor facility and, soon, at our indoor testing facility. We 
also foresee opportunities for local start-ups to quickly follow suit in these same sectors. And over time 
we expect a significant increase in high tech employment—as well as related workforce development 
and training opportunities—related to drones, advanced technologies, and information technologies.”

The USA Drone Port currently is seeking independent nonprofit 501(c)(3) status for its governance and 
operations. Until then, the Foundation for Appalachian Kentucky is acting as the fiscal sponsor for all of 
its ongoing activities.

GRANTEE SPOTLIGHT
PERRY COUNTY COMMUNITY FOUNDATION AWARDS $10,000 GRANT -
         TO HELP THE USA DRONE PORT PREPARE TO SERVE ITS FIRST WAVE OF CLIENTS

The Foundation for Appalachian Kentucky is pleased to announce its 
newest affiliate, the Floyd County Community Foundation. 

Affiliates are overseen by a committee of local leaders charged with 
educating their neighbors about creating a “charitable savings account” 
to benefit the community and making decisions about grant distri-
butions based on their community’s priorities. Affiliate Foundations 
benefit from the administrative support, guidance and philanthropic 
expertise provided by Foundation for Appalachian Kentucky as well 
as the dedication and vision of local leaders within the communities 
being served.

The Floyd County Community Foundation board members are Missy 
Allen, Regina Becknell, Rhonda Clark, John Rosenberg and Evan Smith. 
Ellen Harris and Mike Vance serve as co-chairs and Kelli Ayers serves 
as secretary and Michael Ellis the treasurer. 

“I am excited about the future of Floyd County and this foundation 
will help strengthen our community in so many positive ways,” said 
co-chair Ellen Harris.

Kathy King Allen, Community Engagement Officer for the Foundation 
for Appalachian Kentucky, stated how encouraging the community 
leaders were in creating an affiliate. “Floyd County had been working 
to create a community foundation for a several years and it finally 
came to fruition this summer. We have amazing individuals in our 
region and their determination and commitment made this happen. It 
makes the work we do at the Foundation mean so much more when we 
get to work directly with the people whose passion and generosity help 

floyd county community foundation affiliate formed
grow resources and funds that can transform our communities.”

Local focus is the driving force of the Foundation for Appalachian 
Kentucky’s Appalachian Rural Development Philanthropy initiative. 
It allows communities across the region to answer the needs they see 
affecting them every day and continue to fund and nurture the things 
they hold dear. We are proud to partner with the people of Floyd 
County to build a stronger and more connected community.

To donate to the fund, visit www.appalachianky.org, click the 
donate box and select “Floyd County Community Foundation” from 
the dropdown menu. You can also send checks to Foundation for 
Appalachian Kentucky, Floyd County Fund, 420 Main Street, Hazard, 
KY 41701.


